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Sy (Christmas /

...aword from the Publisher

Sing Christmas! brings together Mary McDonald and Joel Raney, two of the most popular
sacred music arrangers in the country. In this collaboration, Mary's exuberant, dynamic style
blends seamlessly with Joel's rhythmic and beautifully emotional music to provide your
musicians with a unique Christmas event that is sure to become the highlight of the season.

The work is comprised of four stand-alone suites, Sing Joy, Sing Noel, Sing Emmanuel, and
Sing Gloria. Original music by both composers is combined with many favorite carols to
create a perfect blend of familiar and new. The writing is accessible for most groups yet
contains enough richness to provide any choir with a fulfilling choral experience. The op-
tional two-person narration knits the four suites into a thrilling and complete re-telling of
the Christmas story. These suites can be performed individually or combined in any number
or order if a shorter work is needed. Included within the work are several options for soloists
and/or children’s choir. Total duration for Sing Christmas! in its entirety is about 45 minutes.

Although it can be presented quite simply with piano and choir, a full orchestration by
Michael Lawrence is available to provide an unforgettable cinematic Christmas experience.
An orchestral accompaniment CD, which includes split-track vocal mixes and part-dominant
rehearsal tracks is also available. See the previous page for a complete list of companion
products.
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1.Sing Joy!
Overture

Arranged by
MARY McDONALD
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1. Sing Joy! (Overture)
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2.51ng Joy!
Underscore

Narr.1 - Christmas! The season of joy! And what better way to express joy than through singing!
Nothing warms our hearts more than the familiar carols and songs of the season.

Narr. 2 - Some describe the beauty of a sparkling winter night; of snow, tinsel, and twinkling lights.

Narr.1 - Some celebrate the joy of giving and receiving gifts, or of simply gathering around a fire
to bask in the warmth of friendship and love.

Narr. 2 - But the real joy of the season is in celebrating the birth of a child; a birth foretold by
prophets — one who would come from heaven and bring salvation to a broken world. Tonight
(today) we celebrate in song! We sing of love and hope and peace and especially - joy.

Narr.1 - We sing...Christmas!

MARY McDONALD
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3.Joy of Longing Hearts

Words by NETTLETON
CHARLES WESLEY John Wyeth’s Repository
Arranged by MARY McDONALD of Sacred Music, 1813
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1.Sing Noel!

Introduction

Narr.1 - Over 2,000 years ago, on a winter’s night in a town called Bethlehem, the long-
expected Messiah was born.

Narr.2 - And on that night the world was given a song, a perfect song composed by the
creator of the universe, a song that will ring throughout the ages with the promise of eternal
hope and joy.

Narr.1 - In French, a Christmas song is referred to as a “noel,” and the very first noel was
sung by an angel to a group of shepherds on a hillside as they were tending their sheep.

Narr.2 - And that angel was joined by other angels until the heavens were filled with glorious
voices singing “Glory to God in the highest” and “on earth, peace and goodwill to all.”

Arranged by
JOEL RANEY
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2.Sing Noel!

Arranged by
JOEL RANEY
“The First Noel”
Lively (J =c. 146) Music: W. Sandys’ Christmas Carols, 1833
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3.Tell Out, My Soul

For Soprano and Baritone Duet with
S.A.T.B. Voices and Piano Accompaniment

Words by FINLANDIA
TIMOTHY DUDLEY-SMITH Arranged by JOEL RANEY

Narr.1 - While the word “noel” refers to Christmas carols, the origin of the word can be traced
even further back to the Latin word natalis, which means “birthday.”

Narr.2 - Today (tonight), we celebrate a birthday! Because a young girl named Mary was given
a divine mission — to bring into the world the Song of Songs, and to give birth to the King of
Kings.
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Words © 1962, Ren. 1990 Hope Publishing Company
Music © 2018 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. International copyright secured.
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1.Sing Emmanuel!

(Introduction)

Expressively, in a slow 2 (J=c.78)

Arranged by
MARY McDONALD

9 J J o) ) — ﬂ i hg
1 /1 Py ! | L ©
\ jud 7] o \ ;—H‘P 1D 4
% | | fo ‘ — go

o 1 ‘

o) ‘

P’ A \ ‘

y AN 73 I \ \
{2, Py & \ p= \ Py
ANSY L e ) © \ o p=i ©
Py) (8] O — @ ® o)
(e (e (o)

Narr.1 - The child born to Mary on that first Christmas came to be known by many names.
His followers called him Teacher, Lord, and Master.

Narr.2 - The Scriptures refer to him as Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, and Emmanuel,

God with Us.

Narr.1 - He declared himself the Bread of Life and the Good Shepherd. Some called him the
Rose of Sharon.
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2.Sing Emmanuel! Christ Is Born

For S.A.T.B. Voices opt. Unison Choir, opt. Child Soloist, opt. Congregation
and Piano Accompaniment

Arranged by
MARY McDONALD
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3. Emmanuel! God with Us!

For S.A.T.B. Voices and Piano Accompaniment

Words based on Words and Music by
MATTHEW 1:23 MARY McDONALD
Warmly (J=c.74)
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Narr.1 - The birth of Jesus had long been anticipated. The prophet Isaiah wrote “a virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and he shall be called Emmanuel”...God with us.
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2.Sing Glorial!
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3.Glory to the Newborn King

For S.A.T.B. Voices and Piano with opt. Congregation

Narr.1 - As the shepherds gathered in Bethlehem to witness the blessed event, we gather to
celebrate God’s wondrous gift of love.

Narr.2 - As the wise men brought their gifts to the Christ child, we offer our gifts of gratitude
and praise.

Narr.1 - And just as the angels sang on that wondrous night, we lift our voices and hearts in
song. We sing of hope and joy and peace and love. Together, we sing:

Both -“Glory to God in the highest!”

Arranged by
MARY McDONALD
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“Joy to the World”
Words: Isaac Watts
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“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

Words: Charles Wesley
,mf Music: Felix Mendelssohn
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Reprise
Words and Music by
MARY McDONALD
S
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. C/Lrés tas!

Narrations

Suite I, #2 Sing Joy! Underscore - Pg. 11

Narr.1 - Christmas! The season of joy! And what better way to express joy than through
singing! Nothing warms our hearts more than the familiar carols and songs of the season.
Narr.2 - Some describe the beauty of a sparkling winter night; of snow, tinsel, and twin-
kling lights.

Narr.1 - Some celebrate the joy of giving and receiving gifts, or of simply gathering
around a fire to bask in the warmth of friendship and love.

Narr.2 - But the real joy of the season is in celebrating the birth of a child; a birth foretold
by prophets — one who would come from heaven and bring salvation to a broken world.
Tonight (today) we celebrate in song! We sing of love and hope and peace and especially
—joy.

Narr.1 - We sing...Christmas!

Suite II, #1 Sing Noel! Introduction - Pg. 20

Narr.1 - Over 2,000 years ago, on a winter’s night in a town called Bethlehem, the long-
expected Messiah was born.

Narr.2 - And on that night the world was given a song, a perfect song composed by the
creator of the universe, a song that will ring throughout the ages with the promise of eter-
nal hope and joy.

Narr.1 - In French, a Christmas song is referred to as a “noel,” and the very first noel was
sung by an angel to a group of shepherds on a hillside as they were tending their sheep.
Narr.2 - And that angel was joined by other angels until the heavens were filled with
glorious voices singing “Glory to God in the highest” and “on earth, peace and goodwill
to all.”

Suite II, #3 Tell Out, My Soul - Pg. 40

Narr.1 - While the word “noel” refers to Christmas carols, the origin of the word can be
traced even further back to the Latin word natalis, which means “birthday.”

Narr.2 - Today (tonight), we celebrate a birthday! Because a young girl named Mary was
given a divine mission — to bring into the world the Song of Songs, and to give birth to the
King of Kings.

Sing Christmas! - Narrations
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Suite III, #1 Sing Emmanuel! Introduction - Pg. 50

(on cue, m. 5) Narr.1 - The child born to Mary on that first Christmas came to be known
by many names. His followers called him Teacher, Lord, and Master.

Narr.2 - The Scriptures refer to him as Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, and Em-
manuel, God with Us.

Narr.1 - He declared himself the Bread of Life and the Good Shepherd. Some called him
the Rose of Sharon.

(on cue, m. 19) Narr.2 - And on that night, Mary and Joseph gave him the name the
world would sing throughout the ages.

(on cue, m. 27) Narr.1 - Placing the baby in the manger, they gave him the name...Jesus!

Suite III, #3 Emmanuel! God with Us! - Pg. 65

(on cue, m. 5) Narr.1 - The birth of Jesus had long been anticipated. The prophet Isaiah
wrote “a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and he shall be called Emmanuel”...God
with us.

Suite IV, #1 Sing Gloria! Introduction - Pg. 74

Narr.1 - Angels appeared throughout the Christmas story, bringing messages and singing
praises. An angel told Mary she would give birth.
Narr.2 - And an angel told Joseph to call the child Jesus.

(on cue, m. 17) Narr.1 - An angel warned the couple to flee to Egypt.
Narr.2 - And an angel told them when it was safe to return to Israel.

(on cue, m. 26) Narr.1 - And on the night of Christ’s birth, an angel appeared to the
shepherds and was joined by a whole heavenly host of angels...

Narr.2 - ...all praising God and saying,

Both - “Glory to God in the highest!”

Suite IV, #3 Glory to the Newborn King - Pg. 88

Narr.1 - As the shepherds gathered in Bethlehem to witness the blessed event, we gather
to celebrate God’s wondrous gift of love.

Narr.2 - As the wise men brought their gifts to the Christ child, we offer our gifts of grati-
tude and praise.

Narr.1 - And just as the angels sang on that wondrous night, we lift our voices and hearts
in song. We sing of hope and joy and peace and love. Together, we sing:

Both - “Glory to God in the highest!”

Sing Christmas! - Narrations
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